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Aruba's ONLY English newspaper 
Fires rage in several states as heat wave broils U.S. West 


By CHRISTOPHER WEBER 

Associated Press 

Firefighters working in searing weather struggled to con- 
tain a Northern California wildfire that continued to grow 
Sunday and forced the temporary closure of a major 
highway, one of several large blazes burning across the 
U.S. West amid another heat wave that shattered records 
and strained power grids. 

In Arizona, two firefighters died Saturday after a plane 
they were in crashed during a survey of a small wildfire in 
rural Mohave County. The Beech C-90 aircraft was help- 
ing perform reconnaissance over the lightning-caused 
Cedar Basin Fire, near the tiny community of Wikieup, 
when it went down around noon. 

The two firefighters were the only people on board. Offi- 
cials identified one of them as Jeff Plechura, a retired Tuc- 
son fire chief who was working for the U.S. Forest Service. 
The name of the other was withheld until relatives could 
be notified. The National Transportation Safety Board Is 
investigating the crash. 

In California, officials asked all residents to reduce power 
consumption quickly after a major wildfire in southern Or- 
egon knocked out interstate power lines, preventing Up 


to 5,500 megawatts of electricity from flowing south into a = eS . = , = 
the state. Fire consumes a home as s the Sogare Fire, part of the Beckwourth Complex Fire, tears through 
Doyle, Calif., on Saturday, July 10, 2021. 
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Fires rage in several states as heat wave broils U.S. West 
| 


The California Independent 
System Operator, which 
runs the state’s power grid, 
said Saturday the Bootleg 
Fire took three transmission 
lines off-line, straining elec- 
tricity supplies as tempera- 
tures in the area soared. 
“The Bootleg Fire will see 
the potential for extreme 
growth today,” the Na- 
tional Weather Service in 
Medford, Oregon, tweeted 
Sunday. 

Pushed by strong winds, 
the blaze exploded to 224 
square miles (580 square 
kilometers) as it raced 
through heavy timber in 
Oregon's Fremont-Winema 
National Forest, near the 
Klamath County town of 
Sprague River. 

To the southeast, the largest 
wildfire of the year in Calli- 
fornia was raging near the 
border with Nevada. The 
Beckwourth Complex Fire 
— a combination of two 
lightning-caused blazes 
burning 45 miles (72 kilome- 
ters) north of Lake Tahoe — 
showed no sign of slowing 
its rush northeast from the 
Sierra Nevada forest re- 
gion after doubling in size 
between Friday and Satur- 
day. Late Saturday, flames 
jumped U.S. 395, which was 
closed near the small town 
of Doyle in California's Las- 








A truck driver who hauls fire equipment watches as the Sugar Fire, part of the Beckwourth Complex 
Fire, burns in Doyle, Calif., on Saturday, July 10, 2021. 


sen County. The lanes re- 
opened Sunday, and offi- 
cials urged motorists to use 
caution and keep moving 
along the key north-south 
route where flames were 
still active. 

“Do not stop and take pic- 
tures,” said the fire’s Op- 
erations Section Chief Jake 
Cagle. “You are going to 
impede our operations if 
you stop and look at what's 
going on.” Cagle said 
structures had burned in 


Doyle, but he didn’t have 
an exact number. Bob 
Prary, who manages the 
Buck-Inn Bar in the town of 
about 600 people, said he 
saw at least six houses de- 
stroyed after Saturday’s fla- 
reup. The fire was smolder- 
ing Sunday in and around 
Doyle, but he feared some 
remote ranch properties 
were still in danger. 

“It seems like the worst is 
over in town, but back on 
the mountainside the fire’s 
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still going strong. Not sure 
what's going to happen if 
the wind changes direc- 
tion,” Prary said. Erratic 
winds were a concern for 
firefighters, Cagle noted, 
with gusts expected to 
reach 20 mph (32 kph). 
The blaze, which was only 
9% contained, increased 
to 131 square miles (339 
square kilometers). Tem- 
oeratures in the area could 
top 100 degrees (37 Cel- 
sius) again Sunday. 


It was one of several fires 
threatening homes across 
Western states that were 
expected to see triple-digit 
heat through the weekend 
as a high-pressure zone 
blankets the region. 

Death Valley in southeast- 
ern California's Mojave Des- 
ert reached 128 degrees 
Fahrenheit (53 Celsius) on 
Saturday, according to the 
National Weather Service's 
reading at Furnace Creek. 
The shockingly high tem- 
perature was actually low- 
er than the previous day, 
when the location reached 
130 F (54 C). 

Death Valley also record- 
ed a 130-degree day in 
August of last year. If that 
reading and the one Friday 
are confirmed by experts 
as accurate, they will be 
the hottest highs recorded 
there since July 1913, when 
the Furnace Creek desert 
hit 134 F (57 C), considered 
the highest measured tem- 
oerature on Earth. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice warned the danger- 
OUSs Conditions could cause 
heat-related illnesses. 

Palm Springs in Southern 
California also hit a record 
high temperature of 120 F 
(49 C) Saturday, while Las 
Vegas tied the all-time re- 
cord high of 117 F (47 C). LJ 
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Pfizer to discuss vaccine booster with U.S. officials Monday 


By HOPE YEN 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pfizer 
says if plans to meet with 
too U.S. health — officials 
Monday fo discuss the 
drugmaker’s request for 
federal authorization of a 
third dose of its COVID-19 
vaccine as President Joe 
Biden's chief medical ad- 
viser acknowledged _ that 
“it is entirely conceivable, 
maybe likely” that booster 
shots will be needed. 

The company said it was 
scheduled to have the 
meeting with the Food and 
Drug Administration and 
other officials Monday, 
days after Pfizer asserted 
that booster shots would be 
needed within 12 months. 
Pfizer's Dr. Mikael Dolsten 
told The Associated Press 
last week that early data 
from the company’s boost- 
er study suggests people's 
antibody levels jump five- 
to 10-fold after a third dose, 
compared fo their second 
dose months earlier — evi- 
dence if believes supports 
the need for a booster. 

On Sunday, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci didn’t rule out the 
possibility but said it was too 
soon for the government to 
recommend another shot. 
He said the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention and the FDA did 
the right thing last week 
by pushing back against 
Pfizer's assertion with their 
statement that they did not 





In this May 11, 2021 file photo, Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, speaks during a Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing 
to examine an update from Federal officials on efforts to combat COVID-19, on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 


view booster shots as nec- 
essary “at this time.” 

Fauci said clinical studies 
and laboratory data have 
yet to fully bear out the 
need for a booster to the 
current two-shot Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines or the 
one-shot Johnson & John- 
son regimen. 

“Right now, given the data 
and the information we 
have, we do not need to 
give people a third shot,” 
he said. “That doesn't 
mean we stop there. 
There are studies being 
done now ongoing as we 


soeak about looking at 
the feasibility about if and 
when we should be boost- 
iINg people.” 

He said it was quite pos- 
sible in the coming months 
“as data evolves” that the 
government may urge a 
booster based on such 
factors as age and under- 
lying medical conditions. 
“Certainly it is entirely con- 
ceivable, maybe likely at 
some time, we will need a 
boost,’ Fauci said. 
Monday’s planned meet- 
ing between Pfizer and U.S. 
health officials was first re- 
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ported by The Washington 
Post. 

Currently only about 48% of 
the U.S. population is fully 
vaccinated. Some parts of 
the country have far lower 
immunization rates, and in 
those places the delta vari- 
ant is surging. Last week, 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the 
CDC director, said that’s 
leading to “two truths” — 
highly immunized swaths of 
America are getting back 
to normal while hospital- 
izations are rising in other 
places. 

Fauci said it was inexplica- 


ble that some Americans 
are so resistant to getting 
Qa vaccine when scientific 
data show how effective 
it is in staving off COVID-19 
infections and hospital- 
izations, and he was dis- 
mayed by efforts to block 
making vaccinations more 
accessible, such as Biden's 
suggestion of door-to-door 
outreach. 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson, R- 
Ark., agreed Sunday that 
there is a vaccine resis- 
tance in Southern and rural 
states like his because “you 
have that more conserva- 
tive approach, skepticism 
about government.” 

The grassroots component 
of the federal vaccination 
campaign has been in op- 
eration since April, when 
supplies of shots began 
outpacing demand. If was 
outlined and funded by 
Congress in the $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief bill passed 
in March and overwhelm- 
ingly is carried out by local 
officials and private sector 
workers and volunteers. 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-lIlL., 
blasted opposition to vac- 
cination efforts from some 
GOP lawmakers as “ab- 
solute insanity.” He = said 
House Republican leader 
Kevin McCarthy of Califor- 
nia and others in the party 
need to soeak out against 
“these absolute clown poli- 
ticians playing on your vac- 
cine fears for their own self- 
ish gain.” 








By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Fec- 
eral authorities say they 
are seeking a fugitive who 
tried to create a market- 
place in the dark spaces 
of the internet for those 
with an appetite for inside 
information on stocks. 
Manhattan U.S. Attorney 
Audrey Strauss said Apos- 
tolos Trovias, 30, of Athens, 
Greece, identified himself 
online as “The Bull” as he 
solicited and offered to 
sell inside information. 
Federal authorities  un- 
sealed a criminal indict- 
ment against him on Fri- 
day, charging him with se- 


curities fraud and money 
laundering. 

They said he’s sold inside 
information on stocks since 
December 2016, when he 
registered a “Dark Web” 
internet site known as AIl- 
ohaBay Market where he 
charged individuals $99.95 
weekly or $299 monthly 
subscriptions to get ac- 
cess to inside information 
on stocks. The “Dark Web” 
is an area of the internet 
where hidden _ identities 
flourish, allowing individu- 
als to set Up marketplaces 
for various illegal products 
and services such as illegal 
drugs, stolen identities and 
computer hacking. 


The site only operated for 
about six months but Tro- 
vias then began using en- 
crypted messaging and 
email services to com- 
municate with customers, 
authorities said. Online, he 
used an avatar, labeling 
himself as “The Bull,” they 
sald. 

Among information Tro- 
vias sold was a pre-release 
earings report misappro- 
oriated from a_ publicly 
traded company, they 
sald. 

Strauss said in a release 
that Trovias tried to hide 
his insider trading scheme 
behind anonymizing soft- 
ware, screennames, and 


Feds: Dark web operator sought fo sell inside information 


bitcoin payments. 

William F. Sweeney Jr, 
head of New York's FBI of- 
fice, said Trovias created 
a business model so he 
could sell steal and sell in- 
side information while hid- 
ing his footprints. 

“The FBI operates within 
the Dark Web too, and 
as Trovias learned today, 
we don't stop enforcing 
the law just because you 
commit federal crimes 
from behind a router with 
your keyboard,” he said. 


The Securities and Ex- 
change Commission 
brought civil charges 


against Trovias on Friday in 
Manhattan, saying Trovias 


told an Internal Revenue 
Service agent posing on- 
lineé as a customer that 
some information he ob- 
tained was “sensitive and 
more importantly illegal to 
Use or share.” 

The SEC said some of the 
over 100 customers Trovias 
signed up for subscriptions 
were undercover agents 
of the IRS and FBI. 

The SEC said _ Trovias 
agreed online last Av- 
gust to meet with two FBI 
agents posing as custom- 
ers. When the FBI agents 
said they were based in 
the United States, Trovias 
said he was too, the SEC 
said.L)} 
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Schumer wants NRA investigated for bankruptcy fraud 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO and 
MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer on Sunday called 
on the Justice Department 
to investigate the National 
Rifle Association for bank- 
ruptcy fraud, saying the fi- 
nancially stable gun-rights 
group abused the system 
when it sought bankruptcy 
orotection in the wake of a 
New York lawsuit seeking to 
out if out of business. 

A judge rejected the NRA’s 
bankruptcy case in May, 
ruling the nonprofit orga- 
nization had not acted in 
good faith. NRA leaders 
made clear that the orga- 
nization was “in its stron- 
gest financial condition in 
years” and was seeking 
bankruptcy protection so 
it could changes its state 
of incorporation from New 
York to gun-friendly Texas. 
Schumer, a New § York 
Democrat, said the NRA’s 
continued heavy spend- 
INg On advertising criticiz- 
iINg proposed gun control 
measures and the nomina- 
tion of gun control lobbyist 
David Chipman to run the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac- 
co Firearms and Explosives 
are further evidence that 
its bankruptcy filing was in- 


2021. 


spoired by legal, not finan- 
cial, concerns. 

“They recently told the ju- 
dicial branch of govern- 
ment that they are bank- 
rupt after the lawsuit by Tish 
James, and at the same 
time they're saying they're 
bankrupt, they’re soending 
millions of dollars on ads to 
stop universal background 
checks,” Schumer said, ref- 
erencing New York Aftor- 
ney General Letitia James. 
“That demands an inves- 


New York Sen. Chuck Schumer speaks during a news conference in New York, Monday, June 28, 


tigation by the Justice De- 
partment.” 

The NRA said it was working 
on a statement. The Jus- 
tice Department declined 
comment. 

The organization filed for 
bankruptcy protection 
in. January, months after 
James sued the NRA, seek- 
ing Its dissolution over claims 
that top executives illegally 
diverted tens of millions of 
dollars for lavish personal 
trios, no-show contracts for 
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associates and other ques- 
tlonable expenditures. That 
lawsuit is ONgOINg. 

IN dismissing the NRA's 
bankruptcy case, Judge 
Harlin Hale wrote that it 
appeared “less like a tra- 
ditional bankruptcy case 
in which a debtor is faced 
with financial difficulties or 
a judgment that if cannot 
satisfy and more like cases 
in which courts have found 
bankruptcy was filed to 
gain an unfair advantage 


in litigation or to avoid a 
regulatory scheme.” 
Schumer, speaking to re- 
porters Sunday, highlighted 
a $2 million advertising blitz 
the NRA announced in 
April, aimed at fighting gun 
control proposals, while the 
bankruptcy case was still 
pending. The organization 
said it was placing ads on 
TV and digital platforms, 
sending out mailers and 
holding town hall meetings 
in at least 12 states. 

In West Virginia, Schum- 
er said, the organization 
spent $250,000 on TV ads 
encouraging people fo 
call U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin, 
a Democrat, and tell him 
to reject Chioman's confir- 
mation. Chioman, a former 
ATIF agent, has worked as 
a policy adviser at an or- 
ganization that supports 
gun control. “How can you 
say you're bankrupt at the 
same time you have mil- 
lions of dollars to soend on 
ads throughout the country 
trying to prevent universal 
background checks fund- 
raising and other things 
that will stop the killings on 
the streets¢” Schumer said. 
“The bottom line is the NRA 
shot itself in the foot when 
they declared bankruptcy 
and still have millions of dol- 
lars,” he said.LJ 





4 arrested, guns seized at hofel near All-Star Game events 





A pedestrian moves past the Maven Hotel Sunday, July 11, 
2021, in lower downtown Denver. A pedestrian moves past the 
Maven Hotel Sunday, July 11, 2021, in lower downtown Denver. 


By THOMAS PEIPERT and MI- 
CHAEL BALSAMO 

DENVER (AP) — Four peo- 
ple have been arrested 
and more than a dozen 
weapons and hundreds of 
rounds of ammunition have 
been seized at a down- 


Associated Press 


town Denver hotel that 
is close to several events 
planned in conjunction 
with the upcoming Major 
League Baseball All-Star 
Game. 

Officers resoonding to a tip 
searched two rooms at the 


Maven Hotel, a block from 
Coors Field, on Friday night. 
Three men and a woman 
in their 40s were arrested, 
and two vehicles were im- 
oounded fo be searched 
for evidence. 

The recovered weapons in- 
cluded several rifles, a law 
enforcement official told 
The Associated Press. 

So far, investigators have 
not found any evidence 
To suggest the group was 
plotting a mass shooting or 
other similar attack, the of- 
ficial said, while cautioning 
that the investigation Is still 
in its early stages. The of- 
ficial could not discuss the 
matter publicly and spoke 
to the AP on condition of 
anonymity. 

Authorities were called af- 
ter an employee found the 
guns in a hotel room, the 
official said. 


The men who were arrest- 
ed are being investigated 
for possession of a weap- 
on by a previous offender, 
and the woman, who has 
a separate warrant, is be- 
ing investigated on a drug 
charge. 

“We have no reason to 
believe this incident was 
connected to terrorism or 
a threat directed at the All- 
Star Game,” the FBI said in 
a statement released Sun- 
day. “We are not aware 
of any threat to the All- 
Star Game events, venues, 
players or the Community 
at this time.” 

Denver police said in a 
statement the tio that led 
to the arrests was an excel- 
lent example of the com- 
munity’s “critical role” in 
oublic safety. It said visitors 
should always be aware of 
their surroundings and re- 


port any suspicious or illegal 
behavior. 

No other information was 
released, and police did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for additional 
comment Sunday. 

Coors Field will host the All- 
Star Game on Tuesday, but 
festivities have been under- 
way in and around the ball- 
park and downtown for the 
past several days.) 
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In Jordan sedition trial, U.S. defendant alleges torture 


By KARIN LAUB and 

OMAR AKOUR 

Associated Press 

AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — 
A U.S. citizen and former 
top aide to Jordan’s King 
Abdullah || alleged he was 
tortured in Jordanian de- 
tention and fears for his life, 
his U.S.-based lawyer said 
Sunday, on the eve of a 
verdict in the high-profile 
sedition trial linked to a rare 
oublic rift in the kingdom's 
ruling family. 

Along with the mistreat- 
ment allegations, the 
closed-door trial before Jor- 
dan’s state security court 
“has been completely un- 
fair,” Michael Sullivan, a 
former federal prosecutor 
hired by defendant Bassem 
Awadallah’s U.S.-based 
family, told The Associated 
Press. 

The allegations of mistreat- 
ment, denied by Jorda- 
nian officials Sunday, were 
raised just days before Jor- 
dan’'s king is to become the 
first Arab leader to meet 
with President Joe Biden at 
the White House on July 19. 
Jordan is a key Western ally 
in an unstable Middle East. 
Awadallah and co-de- 
fendant Sharif Hassan bin 
Zaid, a distant cousin of 
the king, have pleaded not 
guilty to sedition and incite- 
ment charges, which carry 
lengthy prison terms. 

The defendants were ac- 
cused of conspiring with 
a senior royal — Prince 


ak Be 


t 


a 





In this June 21, 2021 file photo, Bassem Awadalliah, a former royal adviser, leaves a state security 
court in a vehicle after the first session of his closed-door trial, in Amman, Jordan. 


Hamzah, a half-brother of 
the king — to foment un- 
rest against the monarch 
while soliciting foreign help. 
The indictment portrayed 
Hamzah as a disgruntled 
royal who never forgave 
Abdullah for taking away 
his title of crown prince in 
2004. Hamzah, who was 
placed under house arrest 
in April and has been seen 
in public just once since 
then, denied he _ incited 
against the king, saying 
he was being punished for 
calling out high-level cor- 
ruption. 

Despite the serious nature 
of the allegations against 
Awadallah and bin Zaid, 


the trial ended after just six 
sessions. The court denied 
requests by Jordanian de- 
fense lawyers to call wit- 
nesses and prosecutors 
only shared purported tran- 
scripts, but not audio, from 
surveillance of the alleged 
plotters. 

The prosecutor's office at 
the state security court 
denied the trial was unfair. 
Awadallah was “guaran- 
teed due process” in line 
with Jordanian law, the 
prosecutor said in a state- 
ment to the AP. “He has 
not been mistreated in any 
way, and his allegations 
of torture of any kind are 
false.” 


Associated Press 


Sullivan, a former U.S. af- 
torney for Massachusetts 
and former acting director 
of the federal Bureau of Al- 
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, said that 
based on the way the trial 
was conducted, a guilty 
verdict appeared to be a 
foregone conclusion. He 
said any conviction would 
be appealed. 

The U.S. legal team, which 
has remained in the back- 
ground until now, will play a 
more open role in the ap- 
peals stage, said Sullivan. 
He said the aim is to raise 
awareness about Awadal- 
lah's case in the United 
States and internationally. 


This includes “the serious 
concerns about his safety 
and security in the short 
term and the complete un- 
fairness in terms of the pro- 
cess, as well as obviously 
the torture and violation of 
a number of international 
conventions, treaties and 
laws,” Sullivan said. 

The prosecutor's office said 
Awadallah didn’t raise tor- 
ture allegations during the 
court hearings, his 17 meet- 
ings with his Jordanian law- 
yer or the first four of his 
five meetings with the U.S. 
consul in Jordan. “He only 
made these claims aft his 
most recent meeting with 
the consul, as the ruling’s 


pronouncement _ (verdict) 
neared,” the statement 
said. 

Sullivan said Awadallah 


told his visitor that he had 
been been beaten, sub- 
jected to electrical shock 
and was threatened with 
future mistreatment “if he 
didn't confess.” 

The prosecutor's office said 
Awadallah gave a volun- 
tary statement about the 
case, denying it had been 
extracted by force. 
Awadallah’s family said 
late last week that he fears 
for his life. “Bassem is justifi- 
ably fearful of being killed 
in prison after the sentenc- 
ing, especially because 
he held several high rank- 
ing and sensitive positions 
in the Jordanian govern- 
ment,” the family said.) 





Protests erupt in Georgia after beaten journalist dies 


TBILISI, Georgia (AP) — Sev- 
eral thousand people pro- 
tested in front of the Geor- 
gian parliament on Sunday 
evening, demanding that 
the ex-Soviet nation’s prime 
minister resign over the 
death of a journalist who 
was attacked and beaten 
by anti-LGBT protesters. 

Cameraman Alexander 
Lashkarava was found 
dead in his home by his 
mother earlier Sunday, ac- 
cording to the TV Pirveli 
channel he worked _ for. 
Lashkarava was one of 
several dozen journalists at- 
tacked last Monday by op- 
ponents of an LGBT march 
that had been scheduled 
to take place that day in 


the Georgian capital of 
Tbilisi. 

Organizers of the Tbilisi 
March For Dignity can- 
celled the event, saying 
authorities had not pro- 
vided adequate security 
guarantees. Opponents of 
the march blocked off the 
capital's main avenue, de- 
nounced journalists cover- 
ing the protest as pro-LGBT 
propagandists and threw 
sticks and bottles at them. 
Lashkarava, according 
to his colleague Miranda 
Baghaturia, was beaten by 
a mob of 20 people. Local 
TV channels later showed 
him with bruises on his face 
and blood on the _ floor 
around him. Media reports 


say he sustained multiple 
injuries and had to undergo 
surgery but was discharged 
from a hospital on Thurs- 
day. The cause of his death 
was not immediately clear. 
Police launched an inves- 
tigation into Lashkarava's 
death, which Georgia's 
Prime Minister lIrakli Gari- 
bashvill and President Sa- 
lome Zurabishvili both de- 
scribed as “a tragedy.” 
Animosity against sexual 
minorities is strong in the 
conservative Black Sea na- 
tion of Georgia. 

The Tbilisi Pride group said 
Monday that opponents of 
the planned march were 
supported by the govern- 
ment and by the Geor- 





Opponents of the march shout as they block off the capital’s 
main avenue to an LGBT march in Tbilisi, Georgia, Monday, July 


§, 2021. 


gian Orthodox Church. The 
Open Caucasus Media 
group published a photo 
of a man it said was a local 


Associated Press 


TV journalist being pulled 
away from the scene in a 
headlock by an Orthodox 
oriest. LJ 
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lran anger at U.S., European support for opposition group 


BERLIN (AP) — The Iranian 
government has expressed 
anger over the appear- 
ance of senior European 
and U.S. politicians at a rally 
in support of an opposition 
group that has long sought 
to overthrow lran’s theo- 
cratic rulers — and which 
was once considered a 
terror organization by the 
West. Iran's official IRNA 
news agency reported that 
the country’s foreign minis- 
try on Sunday summoned 
Slovenia’s envoy in Tehran 
over a video message by 
the EU nations’ prime min- 
ister at the event hosted by 
the National Council of Re- 
sistance of lran. 

The NRCI is the political 
wing of the Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalg, which is considered 
a terror organization by Iran 
and was once designated 
as such by the United States 
until it was delisted in 2012. 
The EU removed the group 
from its terrorism list in 2009. 
Hundreds of people rallied 
Saturday in front of Berlin’s 
iconic Brandenburg Gate, 
while speakers including 
former U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo, Demo- 
cratic strategist Donna Bra- 
Zil€é Gnd numerous serving 
U.S. senators from across 
the aisle lauded the NRCI 
and its aims. 

Pompeo, who defended 
the Trump administration's 


X 


World Summit 2021. 


hard-line stance against 
lran over its nuclear pro- 
gram, claimed in his video 
address that the lranian 
government was “at. its 
most precarious — state” 
since the 1979 Islamic Rev- 
olution and called for sus- 
tained pressure on Tehran. 
The former top U.S. diplo- 
mat also compared Iran's 
newly elected president, 
Ebrahim Raisi, to a “mass 
murderer” for his role in the 
execution of thousands of 
lranian political prisoners 





People attend a protest rally in Berlin, Germany, Saturday, July 10, 2021 as part of the ‘Free Iran 


in 1988. “The United States 
should take the lead to 
hold him accountable for 
the crimes against human- 
ity that he committed,” 
said Pompeo, adding that 
the U.S. government should 
tell allies in Europe and Asia 
if they deal with Raisi, “the 
United States will hold them 
accountable as well.” 

Pompeo praised the NRCI, 
whose funding is unclear 
and which has in the past 
paid foreign politicians to 
appear at its rallies, urging 
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the group to “keep up the 
fight.” 

“May your mission be 
blessed and_ protected, 
may the Iranian people be 
blessed,” said the Repub- 
lican, who has refused to 
rule out running in the 2024 
U.S. presidential election. 
Pompeo’s support for the 
group was echoed by Bra- 
zile, Who praised the “re- 
markable courage and 
leadership” of the NRCI’s 
president, Maryam Rajavi. 
Also speaking during the 
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event were Democratic 
Sens. Bob Menendez and 
Cory Booker, and Repub- 
lican Sens. Roy Blunt and 
Ted Cruz, the former U.K. 
House of Commons Speak- 
er John Bercow, former Ital- 
ian Foreign Minister Franco 
Frattini, former Canadian 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper and others. 

lran slammed Western poli- 
ticians taking part in the 
event, with Foreign Ministry 
sookesman Saeed Khati- 
bzadeh accusing them 
of “(selling) themselves 
cheap for a Europe-hosted 
circus arranged by a once 
Saddam-backed _ terrorist 
cult with Iranian blood on 
its hands.” 

The ministry also  con- 
demned the speech by 
Slovenian Prime Minister 
Janez Jansa, calling it “un- 
acceptable, against diplo- 
matic norms and spirit” of 
bilateral relations, the IRNA 
news agency reported. 
Jansa, whose country holds 
the rotating European 
Council presidency, had 
said he backed calls for an 
independent investigation 
into Raisi’s role in the 1988 
executions. 

“The Iranian regime must 
be held accountable for 
human rights violations and 
the international commu- 
nity must be more firm on 
this,” he said.L) 





EU border agency to “significantly” step up Lithuania help 





Migrants from Cameroon rest at the refugee camp in the village 


of Vydeniai, Lithuania, Saturday, July 10, 2021. 


By JARI TANNER 

Associated Press 

HELSINKI (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Union's border agen- 
cy Is pledging to “signifi- 
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cantly” step up its support 
to Lithuania in the coming 
days “due to the growing 
migratory pressure aft Lithu- 
ania’s border with Belarus” 


that the Baltic nation is try- 
ing to contain. 

The decision by Frontex, 
the agency responsible for 
coordinating border con- 
trol between EU member 
states and third countries, 
was announced late Satur- 
day following a video call 
between Frontex’s Execu- 
tive Director Fabrice Leg- 
geri and Lithuanian Presi- 
dent Gitanas Nauseda. 
“Lithuania’s border is our 
common external border 
and Frontex stands ready 
to helo where needed,” 
Leggeri said in a statement. 
“We are ready to strength- 
en our level of support and 
deploy more European 
standing corps officers and 
equioment” to Lithuania, 
an EU and NATO member 
of 2.8 million. 


Frontex’s operation, which 
started earlier this month 
with the deployment of a 
dozen officers and patrol 
cars, will more than double 
next week, the agency 
said. 

Nauseda's office said re- 
inforcements pledged by 
Frontex were expected 
to reach Lithuania by July 
15 and that some armed 
border patrols and addi- 
tional translators arrived 
over the weekend. In ad- 
dition, a patrol helicopter 
will be sent to Lithuania 
from neighboring Poland 
and discussions were under 
way to dispatch another 
helicopter from Germany, 
Nauseda's office said. 

In a tweet, Nauseda 
thanked Frontex for its sup- 
port “to manage flows of 


illegal migrants through 
eastern border’ with Be- 
larus, another former Soviet 
republic that is not in the 
EU, 

Lithuania, which has grant- 
ed refuge to Belarus op- 
position figures, accuses its 
neighbor of organizing the 
border crossings by people 
mainly from lrag, the Mid- 
east and Africa. 

In June, the number of il- 
legal border crossings from 
Belarus into Lithuania rose 
six-fold, increasing the pres- 
sure on national border 
control authorities, Fron- 
tex said. The phenomenon 
has accelerated in July. 
More than 1,500 people 
have crossed into Lithuania 
from Belarus in the past two 
months — 20 times more 
than in all of 2020...) 
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Some Haitians turn to prayer after president's assassination 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
Hundreds of Haitians 
sought solace in prayer at 
Sunday church services as 
Q political power struggle 
threatened to further de- 
stabilize their fragile coun- 
try after the assassination of 
President Jovenel Moise. 
Roman Catholic and Prot- 
estant church — leaders 
asked for calm and told 
people to remain strong 
as anxiety about the future 
grew, with authorities pro- 
viding No answers or theo- 
ries Gbout who masterminad- 
ed the killing by a group of 
gunmen early Wednesday 
at the president's home. 
Martine Motse, the presi- 
dent's wife, was critically in- 
jured and was transported 
to Miami for treatment. 
“Facing this situation, we 
will not be discouraged... 
You must stay and _ fight 
for peace,” Father Edwine 
Sainte-Louis said during a 
sermon broadcast on TV 
that included a small pic- 
ture of Moise with a ban- 
ner that read: “Haiti will re- 





A vendor of used shoes and secondhand clothing sleeps under 
a truck in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Saturday, July 10, 2021, three 
days after President Jovenel Moise was assassinated in his 
home. 


member you.” 

Authorities have arrested 
at least 19 suspects, 17 of 
whom are Colombian and 
Two Haitian-Americans. 
At least three others were 
killed and six are on the 
run, the government said. 
Prosecutors have request- 
ed that high-profile politi- 
cians including presidential 
candidate Reginald Boulos 
and former Haitian Senate 
President Youri Latortue 
meet officials for question- 


Associated Press 


ing as the investigation 
continues. Authorities also 
said they plan to interview 
at least two members of 
Moise’s security detail. 
Interim Prime Minister 
Claude Joseph is currently 
leading Haiti with the help 
of the police and military, 
but he faces mounting 
challenges to his power. 
Ariel Henry, whom Motse 
designated as prime min- 
ister a day before he was 
killed, has said he believes 


Hong Kong pro-democracy group 
downsizes amid crackdown 


HONG KONG (AP) — One 
of Hong Kong's most es- 
tablished pro-democracy 
Civic organizations said it is 
letting go Its paid staff and 
halving the size of its steer- 
ing committee after Beijing 
stepped up its crackdown 
On opposition activity in 
the semi-autonomous Chi- 
nese city. 

The Hong Kong Alliance in 
Support of Patriotic Demo- 
cratic Movements of Chi- 
na is best known for orga- 
nizing an annual rally and 
candlelight vigil remem- 
bering those killed in the 
bloody 1989 crackdown 


On pro-democracy pro- 
tests in Beljing’s Tiananmen 
Square. The group said in 
a statement Saturday that 
seven of its 14 remaining 
steering committee mem- 
bers had decided to step 
down in the face of “grow- 
ing political and legal risks.” 
Of the seven members re- 
maining, three are current- 
ly in jail for protest-related 
activities — chairman Lee 
Cheuk-yan as well as vice 
chairmen Albert Ho Chun- 
yan and Chow Hang-tung. 
Letting go of staff was to 
“ensure their safety” and 
would take effect at the 


end of the month, the 
statement said. While the 
32-year-old group said the 
changes would affect its 
operations, It vowed that 
“regardless of whatever 
difficulties or challenges 
we face, the alliance will 
continue to grit our teeth 
and move onwards one 
step ata time.” 

Following months of anti- 
government protests in 
2019, Belling imposed a 
sweeping national secu- 
rity law on Hong Kong last 
year. The criteria for elect- 
ed officials has been nar- 
rowed to those who meet 


he is the rightful prime minis- 
ter, a claim also backed by 
a group of legislators who 
are members of Molse’s Tet 
Kale party. That group also 
supports Joseph Lambert, 
head of Haiti's dismantled 
Senate, as the country’s 
provisional president. 

Haiti, a country of more 
than 11 million people, cur- 
rently has only 10 elected 
officials after it failed to 
hold parliamentary elec- 
tions, leading Molse to rule 
by decree for more than a 
year until his death. 

While the streets were calm 
on Sunday, government of- 
ficials worry about what lies 
ahead and have request- 
ed U.S. and U.N. military as- 
sistance. 

“We still believe there is 
a path for chaos to hap- 
pen,” Haiti Elections Minis- 
ter Mathias Pierre told The 
Associated Press. 
Pentagon chief spokes- 
man John Kirby said on 
Fox News Sunday that the 
Pentagon is analyzing the 
request to send troops to 
Haiti and that no decisions 
have been made. He said 


a team, largely comprising 
agents from the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security 
and the FBI, were heading 
down fo Haiti “right now” to 
helo with the investigation 
of the assassination. 

“| think that’s really where 
are our energies are best 
applied right now, in help- 
ing them get their arms 
around investigating — this 
incident and figuring out 
who's culpable, who's re- 
soonsible and how best to 
hold them accountable 
going forward,’’ Kirby said. 
The United Nations has 
been involved in Haiti on 
and off since 1990. The last 
U.N. peacekeeping mis- 
sion arrived in 2004 and alll 
military peacekeepers left 
the country in 2017. But a 
stabilization group stayed 
behind to train national 
police, helo the govern- 
ment strengthen judicial 
and legal institutions and 
monitor human rights. That 
mission ended in 2019 and 
was replaced by a politi- 
cal mission headed by an 
American diplomat, Helen 
La Lime.) 





In this June 4, 2021, file photo, people hold LED candles to 
mark the anniversary of the military crackdown on a pro- 
democracy student movement in Beijing, outside Victoria Park 
in Hong Kong. 


a loosely defined standard 
of patriotism. The Legisla- 
tive Council has been re- 
organized to ensure an 
overwhelming majority 
for pro-Beijing delegates, 
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while most of the city’s 
leading opposition voices 
have been jailed, intimi- 
dated into silence or have 
moved abroad to seek 
asylum. LJ 


MONDAY 12 JULY 2021 | 


(LON Na y 


MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Center 
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Visit our newest Location on Palm Beach! 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Center just 
opened a third walk-in location on Palm Beach at Budget Car Rental 
next to Soprano’s Piano Bar. The other two locations are at the Cove 
Mall and near the Courtyard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill. 


All three fit2fly test centers offer your best option for the post vacation 
COVID-19 test which has been a requirement since January 26th 2021 by 
the U.S. before returning home. All passengers going to the United States, 
including U.S. citizens, are required to have a negative (antigen or PCR) 
COVID-19 test result of a test taken maximum three days prior to board- 
ing the flight, or documentation of recovery from COVID-19. MedCare’s 
testing centers in and close to the hotels provide you with an easy and 
secure solution. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that is soecialized in ur- 
gent care for tourists and that has been appointed as the national CO- 
VID-19 clinic for tourists, and Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service modern 
medical laboratory with state-of-the-art equipment, have partnered up 
to provide fast and reliable COVID-19 testing to all. Laboratorio di Servi- 
cio Is SO-15189:2012 accredited by the Dutch Council for Accreditation 
(M317). 


Rapid PCR 

As Aruba resumes to receive more and more visitors each month, one 
thing has become very clear: testing is critical. Thus far MedCare Clinic 
has been offering high-volume laboratory testing with results in 24 hours 
or less. The newest service on the market is Rapid PCR, where you re- 
ceive your results in minutes not hours. 


Just steps away from you 

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are located at the Cove Mall, near 
the Courtyard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill, and now also at Bud- 
get car rental next fo Soprano's Piano Bar. These three locations at a 
stone's throw from your resort, condominium, or other vacation accom- 
modation. Walk-ins are welcome. It is recommended that the tests are 
done timely, as the negative test is only accepted if taken up to three 
days before boarding your flight. MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the 
Cove Mall is opposite the Holiday Inn and is open every day for walk- 
ins from 8 AM through 10 PM. MedCare’s other location is situated at 
The Courtyard Aruba Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel and Is 
open every day from 8:30 AM until 2 PM. The Newest location at Budget 
Car Rental next to Soprano’s Piano Bar is open daily from 5 PM to 9 PM. 








At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup Testing 
Centers on site. The hotels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: 
Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarnijn, 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, Renaissance, and the 
Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your front desk for more information 
on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an Anti- 
gen Test or a nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the reverse 
transcription polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The price for the Antigen 
Test is only $50, and the PCR Test is available, for $125, The new rapid PCR 
will be $150 (results in 30 minutes.) MedCare offers the easier and sub- 
stantially cheaper Antigen Test that is acceptable for travel to the U.S. 
as per the CDC guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered by the Aru- 
ban visitor insurance. Please contact your insurance company to verify 
if testing costs are insured. Results are e-mailed to you within 24 hours of 
testing. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private testing at your ac- 
commodation/hotel room for a one-time service fee of $120. This fee 
covers testing up to 10 people (one appointment, at one location and 
a specific time). Additional persons will be charged $10 per person. LL) 


For more information, 

please contact: 

Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 
httos://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 

Follow us on social media: MedCare Clinic | Facebook 
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Monuments of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Since 1996, 
‘Stichting |©Monumenten- 
fonds Aruba’ (Monuments 
Fund Aruba) has primar- 
ily been involved in the 
funding of restoration and 
maintenance of protected 
monuments, and has been 
the financial institution in 
the field of heritage con- 
servation. The fund owns 
15 monuments, out of the 
36 protected monuments 
in the island, but there are 
over 300 more monuments 
on the list to be protected. 
A well-known _ historical 
monument is the Bushiriba- 
na Goldmill. 


Between 1814 to 1915 
there were different com- 
panies looking for gold on 


Aruba. This ruin was built in 
1872 at Bushiribana by the 
Aruba Island Gold Mining 
Company, with the help 
of masons from Curacao 
and Aruba. A very well- 
known Aruban mason of 
that time was Alexander 
Donati. A wooden crane 
was built to help tilt the big 
heavy stones. The building 
served as a gold smelter 
from 1872 to 1899. Here 
were millions of pounds of 
gold processed during the 
gold rush of the nineteenth 
century in Aruba. After the 
Aruba Island Gold Mining 
Company left, came the 
gold smelter in the hands 
of other gold mining com- 
panies. A total of 200-300 
miners worked here. There 


Aruba to me... 


You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! 
By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba tome |ls....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name 
and where you are from) 
to: news@arubatoday. 
com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. 
Isn't that a special way to 
keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text 
or any other materials, 
you. give permission 
to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. 
for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 


Last but not _ least: 
check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you 





supporting our free 
newspaper, we _ strive 
to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 


For today’s newspaper 
we received a great 


picture from Maria 
Padron. 

She wrote: 

“Aruba fo me 5s... 
BEAUTIFUL. SUNSET 
AND CALM.” 
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were several buildings in 


this area during that time 
including an administration 
office and houses for the 
miners. The last company 
that used this gold smelter 


was the Aruba Gold Con- 
cession Ltd. It left Bushiriba- 
na in 1899. 

For more information check 
out their Facebook page 


stichting monumenten 


snus aruba or fei Webs: 
site htto://www.monumen- 
tenfondsaruba.com.L) 


Source: Monumentsfunds 
Aruba and Mr. Dufi Kock 
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Papillon Restaurant presents: 
Chef's Garden, culinary magic by European top chef ina 
romantic garden 





PALM BEACH —A true once-in-a-lifetime experience is coming up. The stage: an 
Aruban cunucu house creating a magical ambiance. The play: The Chef’s Garden; 
a 6-course culinary voyage and French-Asian gastronomic ecstasy by Dutch top 
chef Martijn Liebregts on Wednesdays. You will leave this culinary Garden of Eden 
in an enchanted state creating a memory that will last a lifetime. Be sure to reserve 
this opportunity before others do. This production is presented to you by Papillon 
Restaurant. 


Sometimes combining the best of the best is a matter of all things falling into place. Ev- 
ery Wednesday from 7om you are welcomed to enter a world where food Is a passion. 
Papillon Restaurant presents their guest chef Liebregts- who will be on the island for a 























limited time period - and with The Chef's Garden menu 
being a fresh concept on the island, we're sure you will 
fall completely in love with this. 


A bit about Martijn 

Liebregts is the perfect example of when career and pas- 
sion come together. He earned his sourts at Amber, one 
of the best French fine dining restaurants Hong Kong has 
to offer, with 2 Michelin-stars and ranked as the 24th best 
restaurant in the world. Amber has been the place where 
he got inspired by the use of Asian ingredients prepared 
in a classical French way which is still the base of his now- 
adays cooking style. Moving back to Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands, he joined the team of former Bib Gourmand 
restaurant “Wilde Zwijnen”, which was awarded the title 
“The New Dutch Cuisine” by the New York Times. He has 
been there and done It all around the world. 


The menu Is carefully done with local products, fresh and 
perfectly matched with a selection of wines by local som- 
meliers. Diet options are available; please inform them 
when you make your reservation. 


The Secret Garden & Papillon 

This is an in-home dining experience where you will feel 
you are part of an exclusive setting. Private culinary 
events are the owner's specialty and their lush, tropical 
garden Is also inviting for you to relax and indulge in hours 
of authentic culinarian delights, a heaven to foodies. 
For more than a decade, Papillon restaurant has built a 
reputation with the fusion of classic French cuisine, Dutch 
and Caribbean flavors. They know how to thrill and in col- 
laboration with The Secret Garden we can only expect 
ohenomenal. 


For reservations: 

Call or WhatsApp: +297 699 5400 
Email: info@papillonaruba.com 
Facebook Papillon Aruba 
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Musk under fire again: CEO fo testify over Tesla acquisition 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

In the runup to Tesla Inc.'s 
2016 acquisition of a com- 
pany called SolarCity, Elon 
Musk hailed the deal as a 
“no brainer” — a purchase 
that would combine the 
leading maker of electric 
vehicles with a manufac- 
turer of solar panels that 
can recharge EVs. 

It didn’t exactly work out 
that way. 

On Monday in the Dela- 
ware Court of Chancery, 
the Tesla CEO will testify 
about the $2.5 billion deal 
in a shareholder lawsuit 
that alleges that Tesla’s ac- 
quisition was rife with con- 
flicts of interest, overlooked 
SolarCity’s fundamental 
weaknesses and unsurpris- 
ingly failed to produce the 
profits Musk had promised. 
Questioned under oath, 
Musk plans to defend the 
purchase as da_ justifiable 
acquisition. 

At the time of the all-stock 
ourchase, Musk was Solar- 
City’s largest stakeholder 
and its chairman. Seven 
shareholder lawsuits, con- 
solidated into one, al 
leged that Tesla directors 
breached _ their fiduciary 
duties in bowing to Musk’s 
wishes and agreeing to buy 
the struggling company. In 
what the plaintiffs call a 
clear conflict of interest, 
SolarCity had been found- 
ed by Musk and two of his 
cousins, Lyndon and Peter 
Rive. 





In this March 14, 2019, file photo, Tesla CEO Elon Musk speaks before unveiling the Model Y at the 
company’s design studio in Hawthorne, Calif. 


Last August, a judge ap- 
proved a $60 million settle- 
ment that resolved claims 
made against all the direc- 
tors on Tesla’s board except 
Musk without any admission 
of fault. That left Musk, who 
refused to settle, as the sole 
remaining defendant. The 
trial that begins Monday 
had been scheduled for 
March of last year but was 
postooned because of the 
viral pandemic. 

Daniel Ives, an analyst at 
Wedbush Securities, called 
the acquisition a “clear 
black eye” for Musk and 
Tesla, in large part because 
SolarCity has failed to turn 
q profit. 


“It basically was putting 
good money after bad,” 
Ives said. “For all the suc- 
cesses and all of the un- 
imaginable heights Musk 
has achieved, this is one of 
the lowlights.” 

Most investors, Ives said, 
place no value on the 
company’s solar business. 
“| just think Musk and Tesla 
underestimated the chal- 
lenges and the hurdles 
that the business brings,” 
he said. That said, lves said 
he thought Tesla’s energy 
business could still become 
“modestly successful.” 
Tesla, which has disband- 
ed its media relations de- 
partment, did not answer 
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a message Friday seeking 
comment about the law- 
suit. In its 2020 annual re- 
port, the Company argued 
that the lawsuit was without 
merit and that Tesla would 
vigorously defend itself. 
“We are unable to estimate 
the possible loss or range of 
loss, If any, associated with 
these claims,” the compa- 
ny report said. 

Tesla’s energy generation 
and storage business gen- 
erated $1.9 billion in rev- 
enue last year — 24% more 
than it did the previous 
year. Much of that revenue 
came from selling battery 
storage units. Tesla doesn't 
soecify whether the busi- 


ness made a profit, and it 
also has debt and expens- 
es. 

The lawsuit filed by the 
plaintiffs contends that 
Musk drove the decision to 
acquire SolarCity despite 
his clear-cut conflict of in- 
terest. 

Musk has a history of fight- 
ing government agen- 
cies and lawsuits. He was 
forced to pay a $20 million 
fine to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission for 
making statements on Twit- 
ter about having the mon- 
ey to take the company 
private when he didn’t. But 
he won a defamation law- 
suit that was filed by a British 
diver involved in the rescue 
of a Thai soccer team that 
was trapped in a flooded 
cave. Musk had called the 
man “pedo guy” on Twitter. 
Even if the trial ends with 
Musk having to pay per- 
sonally for the whole Solar- 
City deal, $2.5 billion won't 
much hurt the world’s third- 
wealthiest person. Forbes 
magazine has estimated 
that Musk is worth roughly 
$163 billion. 

Ives suggested that 
while any such payment 
wouldn't seriously affect 
Musk’'s wealth, it would 
damage his reputation for 
choosing acquisitions. 
Musk is fighting the lawsuit 
after others have settled 
“because that’s what Musk 
does,” Ives said. “| think 
Elon believes this was the 
right deal and still does.” 





China vows retaliation after U.S. 
blacklists companies 


BEIJING (AP) — China on 
Sunday said it will take 
“necessary measures” To 
resoond to the U.S. black- 
listing of Chinese compa- 
nies over their alleged role 
in abuses of Uyghur people 
and other Muslim ethnic 
minorities. The Commerce 
Ministry said the U.S. move 
constituted an “unreason- 
able suppression of Chi- 
nese enterprises and a seri- 
ous breach of international 
economic and trade rules.” 
China will “take necessary 
measures to firmly safe- 
guard Chinese companies’ 
legitimate rights and inter- 


ests,” the ministry's state- 
ment said. No details were 
given, but China has de- 
nied allegations of arbitrary 
detention and forced labor 
in the far western region of 
Xinjiang and_ increasingly 
resoonded fo sanctions 
against companies and of- 
ficials with its own bans on 
visas and financial links. 

The U.S. Commerce De- 
partment said in a state- 
ment Friday that the elec- 
tronics and technology 
firms and other businesses 
heloed enable “Beijing's 
campaign of repression, 
mass detention and high- 


technology — surveillance” 
against Muslim minorities 
IN Xinjiang.The penalties 
orohibit Americans from 
selling equioment or other 
goods to the firms. The Unit- 
ed States has stepped up 
financial and trade penal- 
ties over China’s treatment 
of Uyghurs and other Mus- 
lim minorities, along with its 
crackdown on democracy 
in the semi-autonomous 
city of Hong Kong. 

The Chinese government 
since 2017 has detained 
a million or more people 
IN Xinjiang. Critics accuse 
China of operating forced 











People wearing face masks visit a fashion boutique displaying 


an American flag in Beijing, Sunday, July 11, 2021. 


labor camps and carrying 
out torture and coerced 
Sterilization as it allegedly 
seeks to assimilate Muslim 
ethnic minority groups.The 
U.S. Commerce Depart- 
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ment said 14 companies 
were added to its Entity 
List over their dealings in 
Xinjiang, and another five 
for aiding China’s armed 


forces.L] 


MONDAY 12 wu All2] TECHNOLOGY 


QAnon has receded from social media 
but it’s just hiding 
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By BARBARA ORTUTAY 

AP Technology Writer 

On the face of it, you might 
think that the QAnon con- 
spiracy has largely disap- 
peared from big social 
media sites. But that’s not 
quite the case. 

True, you’re much less like- 
ly to find popular QAnon 
catchphrases like “great 
awakening,” “the storm” 
or “trust the plan” on Face- 
book these days. Face- 
book and Twitter have re- 
moved tens of thousands 
of accounts dedicated 
to the baseless conspira- 
cy theory, which depicts 
former President Donald 
Trump as a hero fighting a 
secret battle against a sect 
of devil-worshipping pedo- 
ohiles who dominate Hol- 
lywood, big business, the 
media and government. 
Gone are the huge “Stop 
the Steal” groups that 
soread falsehoods about 
the 2020 U.S. presidential 
elections. Trump is gone as 
well, banned from Twitter 
permanently and suspena- 
ed from posting on Face- 
book until 2023. 

But QAnon Is far from wind- 
ing down. Federal intel- 
ligence officials recently 
warned that its adher- 
ents could commit more 
violence, like the deadly 
Capitol insurrection on Jan. 
6. At least One Open sup- 
porter of QAnon has been 
elected to Congress. 

In the four years since some- 
one calling themselves “Q” 
started posting enigmatic 
messages on fringe internet 
discussions boards, QAnon 
has grown up. 

That’s partly because QA- 
non now encompasses a 
variety of conspiracy theo- 
ries, from evangelical or 
religious angles to alleged 
pedophilia in Hollywood 
and the Jeffrey Epstein 
scandal, said Jared Holt, a 
resident fellow at the Aflan- 
tic Council's DFRLab who 
focuses on domestic ex- 
tremism. 

“Q@-specific stuff is sort of 
dwindling,” he said. But the 
worldviews and conspiracy 
theories that QAnon_ ab- 
sorbed are still with us. 
Loosely tying these move- 
ments together is a general 
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The Facebook app is shown on a smart phone, Friday, April 23, 
2021, in Surfside, Fla. 


distrust of a powerful, often 
leftist elite. 

Among them are purveyors 
of anti-vaccine falsehoods, 
adherents of Trump's “Big 
Lie” that the 2020 presiden- 
tial election was stolen and 
believers in just about any 
other worldview convinced 
that a shadowy cabal se- 
cretly controls things. 

For social platforms, deal- 
ing with this faceless, shift- 
ing and increasingly Popu- 
lar mindset is a far more 
complicated challenge 
than they’ve dealt with in 
the past. 

Online, such groups now 
blend into the background. 
Where Facebook groups 
once openly referenced 
QAnon, you'll now see oth- 
ers like “Since you missed 
this in the so called MSM,” 
a page referencing “main- 
stream media” that boasts 
more than 4,000 followers. It 
features links to clips of Fox 
News’ Tucker Carlson and 
to articles from right-wing 
oublications such as News- 
max and the Daily Wire. 
Subjects range from al- 
legedly rampant crime to 
Unfounded claims of wide- 
soread election fraud and 
an “outright war on conser- 
vatives.” Such groups aim 
to draw followers in deeper 
by directing them to further 
information on_ less-regu- 
lated sites such as Gab or 
Parler. 

When DFRLab analyzed 
more than 40 million ap- 
pearances of QAnon 
catchphrases and related 
terms on social media this 
soring, it found that their 
presence on mainstream 
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platforms had declined sig- 
nificantly in recent months. 
After peaks in the late sum- 
mer of 2020 and briefly on 
Jan. 6, QAnon catchphras- 
es have largely evaporat- 
ed from mainstream sites, 
DFRLab found. 

So while your friends and 
relatives might not be post- 
ing wild conspiracies about 
Hillary Clinton drinking chil- 
dren’s blood, they might 
instead be repeating de- 
bunked claims such as that 
vaccines can alter your 
DNA. 

There are several reasons 
for dwindling Q talk — 
Trump losing the presiden- 
tial election, for instance, 
and the lack of new mes- 
sages from “Q.” 

But the single biggest fac- 
tor appears to have been 
the QAnon crackdown on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
Despite well-documented 
mistakes that revealed 
sootty enforcement, the 
banishment largely ap- 
pears to have worked. It 
is more difficult to come 
across blatant QAnon ac- 
counts on mainstream so- 
cial media sites these days, 
at least from the publicly 
available data that does 
not include, for instance, 
hidden Facebook groups 
and private messages. 
While QAnon groups, pag- 
es and core accounts may 
be gone, many of their 
supporters remain on the 
big platforms — only now 
they’re camouflaging their 
language and watering 
down the most extreme 
tenets of QAnon to make 
them more palatable. LJ 
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Yellen: U.S. regulators to assess risk posed by climate change 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 

AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — USS. 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen says she will lead an 
effort by top U.S. regulators 
to assess the potential risk 
that climate change poses 
to America’s financial sys- 
tem, part of a wide-rang- 
ing initiative launched by 
the Biden administration. 
Yellen says the regulatory 
review, which will be done 
by the Financial Stability 
Oversight Council, will ex- 
amine whether banks and 
other lending _ institutions 
are properly assessing the 
risks to financial stability. 
She chairs the committee, 
which includes Treasury, 
the Federal Reserve, the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission and other fi- 
nancial regulators. 

“The current financial sys- 
tem is not producing reli- 
able disclosures,” Yellen 
said in remarks prepared 
for the Venice Internation- 
al Conference on Climate 
and released in Washing- 
ton. As part of President 
Joe Biden’s whole-of-gov- 
ernment approach, Yellen 
said, the council will exam- 
ine what should be done 
to improve current regula- 
tions on climate-related fi- 
nancial disclosures. 

The council was created 
by Congress in 2010 to im- 
prove regulatory coordina- 
tion in the wake of the 2008 
financial crisis. 

Banking executives are 
concerned that the ada- 
ministration’s effort could 
lead to increased regula- 
tory oversight that will drive 
Up banks’ cost of doing 
business and lessen their 
ability to make loans. 
Yellen said the United 
States also intended to en- 
list the support of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, 
the World Bank and other 
multilateral develooment 
banks to focus more re- 
sources ON Combating cli- 
mate change. The World 
Bank and the regional de- 
velooment banks are lead- 
Ing sources of the loans 
used by poor nations for 
dams and other develop- 
ment projects. “Develop- 
INg countries are particu- 
larly vulnerable to climate 
change with poverty, food 
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United States Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen arrives to 
attend a press conference at a G20 Economy, Finance ministers 
and Central bank governors’ meeting in Venice, Italy, Sunday, 


July 11, 2021. 


security and health out- 
comes impacted by ex- 
treme weather shocks,” 
Yellen said. She said the 
administration is backing 
international efforts to mo- 
bilize $100 billion per year 
from a variety of public 
and private sources fo sup- 
port efforts by developing 
countries to combat cli- 
mate change. 

Yellen said she planned 
to convene a meeting of 
the heads of the interna- 
tional lending _ institutions 
to discuss ways to better 
align their efforts with the 
Paris climate agreement. 
The Trump administration 
pulled the United States out 
of the Paris climate agree- 
ment, but Biden reversed 
that decision after taking 
office this year. 

Since taking over as Trea- 
sury secretary, Yellen has 
been one of the leading 
voices in the administra- 
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tion to boost government 
efforts to combat climate 
change. The administration 
is also making a big push 
to include huge _invest- 
ments to slow global warm- 
ing in the multitrillion-dollar 
infrastructure soending 
measures Biden is pushing 
Congress to approve. That 
effort has run into Repub- 
lican opposition with vari- 
ous Biden climate initiatives 
striped out of a bipartisan 
infrastructure measure. 
Environmentalists say a 
larger, Democratic-only 
package that is now being 
developed needs to meet 
Biden’s ambitious climate 
promises such as moving 
the country to carbon-free 
production of electricity 
and becoming a global 
leader in use of electric ve- 
hicles and the creation of 
millions of jobs in solar, wind 
and other clean-energy 
industries. The Venice _in- 


ternational conference on 
climate Sunday followed a 
meeting of finance officials 
from the Group of 20 ma- 
jor economies in Venice 
on Saturday. That group 
backed a sweeping revi- 
sion of international taxa- 
tion that includes a 15% 
global minimum tax on 
corporations to deter big 
companies from seeking 
out low-rate tax havens. 
The measure is scheduled 
to be a key agenda item 
when Biden and. other 
G-20 leaders meet for a 
summit in Rome on Oct. 
30-31.) 


are =a | 
TR =D ying 
<< ® 





Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V, 
Aruba Bank NV. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 


Assistant Director 
Xiomara Arends 
Editors 
Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 


Richard Brooks 
Linda Reijnders 


Linda Reijnders 
(linda. reijnders@cspnv.com) 
Sulaika Croes 


Classifieds 


classified@cspnv.com 


Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 


Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 


Columnists 


Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Thais Franken 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 
E: news @arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
Ea @arubatoday 





A13 


MONDAY 12 JULY 2021 


Vv HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Del Pueblo Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
527 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Back in Cannes, Sean Penn directs again, with daughter Dylan 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

CANNES, France (AP) — 
Sean Penn has been to the 
Cannes Film Festival about 
a dozen times — from bum- 
ming around with Robert 
De Niro in 1984 to presiding 
over the jury. 

But his last visit was rocky. 
Penn's film, 2016's “The Last 
Face,” flopped with critics 
in way that would make 
some filmmakers gun shy 
about returning. 

Penn, though, didn’t hesi- 
tate. On Saturday night, 
he premiered in Cannes 
his latest film, “Flag Day,” in 
which he also co-stars. 

A few hours before walking 
down the red carpet, Penn 
sat comfortably in a hotel 
bar, excited to be back. 
The festival is the greatest 
in the world, he said. “Ev- 
eryone knows it’s the big 
game.” 

And it’s a game Penn wel- 


comes. Cannes is worth 
it, even if he takes a few 
lUMps. 


“The bad stuff, these days, 
I’ve been on such extreme 
ends on that. It’s like: what- 
ever,’ says Penn. “The 
thing Is: |am confident that 
| know as much -- more 
--about acting than almost 
any of these critics. And I’m 
very confident in the per- 
formance I'm most con- 
cerned about.” 

With that, Penn raises his 
hand and points toward 
where his daughter, Dylan 
Penn, is sitting. Dylan, 30, 
is the star of “Flag Day.” 
She has dabbled before 
in acting but it’s easily her 
biggest role yet. In the film, 
adapted from Jennifer Vo- 
gel’s 2005 memoir “Flim- 
Flam Man: The True Story 
of My Father's Counterfeit 
Life,” she plays Jennifer Vo- 
gel, the journalist daughter 
of a swindler and counter- 
feiter (played by Penn). 
Her father’s confidence 
isn't misplaced. Dylan is 
natural, poised and cap- 
tivating. She looks a vet- 
eran, already, which might 
be expected of the child 
of Penn and Robin Wright. 
And those critics? Variety 
said the film “reveals Dylan 
Penn to be a major actor.” 
But for a long time, Dylan 
never wanted the spotlight. 
“Growing up, being sur- 





Sean Penn and Dylan Frances Penn poses for portrait photographs for the film ‘Flag Day’, at the 74th international film festival, 
Cannes, southern France, Saturday, July 10, 2021. 


rounded by actors and 
being on set, If was really 
something that didn’t in- 
terest me aft all,” Dylan 
says. “| always thought, 
and still think, my passion 
lies InN working behind the 
camera. But as soon as | 
expressed wanting to do 
that kind of thing, both of 
my parents said separately: 
You won't be a good direc- 
tor if you don’t know what 
it’s like To be in the actor's 
shoes.” 

Dylan is stepping forward 
in movies the same time 
her father is withdrawing. 
Penn, 60, is in the midst of 
shooting Sam Esmail’s Wa- 
tergate series for Starz, with 
Julia Roberts. But he has re- 
cently pulled further away 
from Hollywood. Penn de- 
votes more time to Com- 
munity Organized Relief 
Effort (CORE), the nonprofit 
he started after the 2010 
earthquake to help Hai- 
tians. Haiti has this week 
again plunged into crisis 
after the assassination of 
President Jovenel Molise, a 
situation Penn calls heart- 
breaking. 

“These people have been 
working so hard to bring 
their country up and this 
kind of horrible violence, 


cynicism — whatever my 
suspicions the motivation 
was,’ he says. “I'm glad 
that our teams are safe for 
the moment, but it’s hor- 
rible.” 

During the pandemic, 
CORE has erected testing 
and vaccination sites, in- 
cluding one at Los Angeles’ 
Dodger Stadium, and dis- 
oensed millions of shots. In 
movies, Penn still has a pair 
of Upcoming roles he says 
he promised to do years 
earlier. But beyond that¢ 
“Then | just don’t know. I'd 
be very surprised. | don't 
think | would start a movie 
without knowing if it was 
going to be a movie. And | 
don't think I’d direct some- 
thing that wasn’t a movie 
Unless it was on the Broad- 
way stage,” he says, and 
then smiles. “There’s a sim- 
oler way of saying that: I’m 
not interested in directing 
for the small screen.” 

Penn Is increasingly at odds 
with Hollywood’s domi- 
nant priorities. He’s never 
made a franchise film. He 
laments Marvel movies and 
“how much it’s taken up 
the soace and claimed so 
much time in the careers of 
sO many talented people.” 
He misses cinema that isn’t 


“just razzle-dazzle, Cirque 
de Soleil movies.” 
So-called “cancel  cul- 
ture,” he has issues with, 
too. Arguing that today 
he wouldn't be allowed to 
play gay icon Harvey Milk 
(2008's “Milk”), Penn re- 
cently said that soon only 
Danish princes will play 
Hamlet. 

But his biggest gripe may 
be with the onset of direct- 
to-streaming film releases. 
“The way I've always put it 
is: It’s not the girl | fell in love 
with,” Penn says. 
MGMwillrelease “Flag Day” 
theatrically Aug. 13; Penn 
considers himself “lucky to 
have a movie that’s going 
to be a movie.” But if took 
years to reach this stage. 
Dylan first read the book 
when her father optioned 
it when she was 15. Many 
possible iterations followed 
— Penn didn’t initially plan 
to direct — but the pros- 
pect of doing the film with 
Dylan was appealing. 

“| have always thought if 
she wanted to do it, I’d en- 
courage it,” Penn says. 


For Dylan, the — father- 
daughter relationshio of 
“Flag Day” — Jennifer tries 


to helo and stabilize her 
scamming father but also 
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inherits some of his more 
destructive, conman habits 
— is a half-reflection of their 
own bond together. 

“She always strived to have 
this really honest, transpar- 
ent relationship with her fa- 
ther which she never got It 
in return,” Dylan Penn says. 
“I've tried to have that with 
my dad and got it in re- 
turn.” 

“It made us a lot closer 
than we've ever been,” 
she adds. “Of course, there 
were times when | talked 
back or had an attitude, 
but it was like: You can’t. 
This is your boss. This is work. 
This is not your dad right 
now.” 

Dylan grants the experi- 
ence was so satisfying that 
she'd like to continue act- 
ing. Her dad, she feels, may 
be “passing the torch a little 
bit,” she says. Hopper Jack 
Penn, her younger brother, 
also co-stars in the film. The 
rest of the cast is more vet- 
eran, including Josh Brolin 
and Regina King. Original 
songs by Cat Power, Eddie 
Vedder and Glen Hansard 
contribute to the score. 

But the most vibrant parts of 
“Flag Day” are the scenes 
between Dylan and her 
dad. (_) 
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ANDORRA LA VELLA, An- 
dorra (AP) — Sepp Kuss 
couldn't suppress a wide 
grin as he raced toward 
the finish line to become 
the first American in 10 
years to win a stage at the 
Tour de France. 

Just before winning Sun- 
day's grueling 15th stage, 
Kuss threw his sunglasses 
into the crowd and put his 
arms in the air before cov- 
ering his face, succumbing 
to emotion and exhaus- 
tion. 

Tyler Farrar had been the 
last American to win a 
stage at cycling's biggest 
race in 2011. 

"It's incredible, I'm lost for 
words,’ Kuss said. 

The 26-year-old Colorado 
native left it late to make 
his move in the punishing 
191-kilometer (118-mile) 
ride from Ceret at the foot- 
hills of the Pyrenees to the 
tiny mountain-bound na- 
tion of Andorra. 

"This was Sepp's day," 
said Jumbo-Visma team- 
mate Wout van Aert, who 
heloed put Kuss in a posi- 
tion to break. "He lives in 
Andorra and he was look- 
ing forward to this stage." 
The American attacked 
going up the 1,796-meter 
Col de Beixalis and main- 
tained his hard-fought ad- 
vantage over Spanish vet- 
eran Alejandro Valverde, 
who finished 23 seconds 
behind. 

"To be honest, | was suf- 
fering a lot in this Tour de 
France. | didn't feel like | 
had the spice in the legs. 
Today | knew it was finish- 
ing where | live, so | was 
motivated for the stage," 
Kuss said. 

Col de Beixalis was the 
steepest climb in a day 
of many ascents in the 
Pyrenees. Kuss’ average 
soeed going up was 20.4 
koh (12.7 mph), and 57.9 
kph (86 mph) going down, 
where he clocked a maxi- 
mum speed of 80.6 kph (50 
mph). 

"| don't ride to Col de Beix- 
alis much in training be- 
cause it's so hard, but | 
knew if | had a good gap, 
I'd stay away fill the finish. 
Wout van Aert did a great 
job for me in the valley. It 
means a lof fo me fo win a 
Tour de France stage, Kuss 


said. 

Dutch rider Wout Poels fin- 
ished third and took over 
the polka dot jersey for the 
best climber. 

It's Obviously going to be a 
great battle for the moun- 
tains jersey," Poels said. 
Race leader Tadej Poga- 
car enjoyed an unevent- 
ful day and remained on 
course for his second over- 
all victory. 

The defending champion 
was only questioned to- 
ward the end of the stage 
as Jonas Vingegaard fol- 
lowed Ben O'Connor's ex- 
ample with two attacks. 
Pogacar answered both 
without any problems and 
increased his overall lead 
to more than five minutes 
over Rigoberto Uran and 
Vingegaard. 

"| felt good, and | wasn't 


worrled aft all about the last 
climb. | just needed to fol- 
low the other riders there, 
as | did," Pogacar said. 
"My team did a great job 
at protecting me all day 
long, providing me with ev- 
erything | needed. The key 
today was to keep myself 
hydrated, to have water 
available all the time, and 
my teammates did that job 
perfectly." 

Guillaume Martin, who was 
second overall ahead of 
the stage, dropped back 
to ninth. 

Before the final tussles on 
Col de Beixalis, riders had 
to overcome the 2,408-me- 
ter Port d'Envalira, where 
Nairo Quintana made a 
break after a strong head- 
wind forced riders across 
the road. Quintana was 
first to the summit before 
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American Sepp Kuss wins Tour de France’s grueling 15th stage 
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Sepp Kuss of the U.S. celebrates as he crosses the finish line to 
win the fifteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 
191.3 kilometers (118.9 miles) with start in Ceret, France, and fin- 
ish in Andorra-la-Vella, Andorra, Sunday, July 11, 2021. 


he was hauled back. Quin- 
tana tried again on Col de 
Beixalis before Kuss took 
Over. 

Nacer Bouhanni, who had 
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been suffering since a big 


crash on Stage 13, quit af- 
ter the intermediate sprint 
with 124.5 kilometers re- 
maining. LJ 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


mw RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


i fr 





MONDAY 12 ufl6|SPORTS 





ic 
wt — 


lams! Djokovic wins Wimbledon to tie Federer, Nadal 


20 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 

AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Novak Djokovic tied 
Roger Federer and Rafael 
Nadal by claiming his 20th 
Grand Slam title Sunday, 
coming back to beat Mat- 
teo Berrettini 6-7 (4), 6-4, 
6-4, 6-3 in the Wimbledon 
final. 

The No. 1-ranked Djokovic 
eamed a third consecu- 
tive championshio at the 
All England Club and sixth 
overall. 

He adds that to nine Titles 
at the Australian Open, 
three at the U.s. Open and 
two at the French Open to 
equal his two rivals for the 
most majors won by a man 
in tennis history. 

“| have to pay a great 
tribute to Rafa and Roger. 
They are legends. Legends 
of our sport. They are the 
two most important play- 
ers that | ever faced in my 
career,” said Djokovic, a 
34-year-old from Serbia. 
“They are, | think, the rea- 
son that | am where | am 
today. They’ve heloed me 
realize what | need to do 
in order to improve, to get 
stronger mentally, physical- 
ly, tactically.” 

Federer tweeted his con- 
gratulations shortly after 
the match ended, writing, 
“Wonderful performance, 
well done!” 

Djokovic is now the only 
man since Rod Laver in 
1969 to win the first three 


major tournaments in a 


season. He can aim for a 
calendar-year Grand Slam 
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Serbia’s Novak Djokovic holds the winners trophy as he poses 
for photographers after he defeated Italy’s Matteo Berrettini in 
the men’s singles final on day thirteen of the Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships in London, Sunday, July 11, 2021. 


— something last accom- 
plished by a man when La- 
ver did it 52 years ago — at 
the U.S. Open, which starts 
Aug. 30. 

“lim hoping. I’m going to 
definitely give it a shot,” 
Djokovic told the Centre 
Court crowd during the tro- 
ohy presentation. 

“lm in a great form and 
obviously playing well and 
playing my best tennis at 
Grand Slams is the high- 
est priority that | have right 
now at this stage of my ca- 
reer. So let’s keep it going.” 
This was his 30th major final 
— among men, only Feder- 
er has played more, 31 — 
and the first for Berrettini, a 
25-year-old from Italy who 
was seeded No. 7. 
“Hopefully,” Berrettini said, 
“it’s not going be my last 
one.” 

It was a big sporting day in 
London for Italians: Their na- 
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tional soccer team faced 
England at Wembley Stadi- 
um in the European Cham- 
pionship final at night. 

With Marija Cicak officiat- 
ing, the first female chair 
Umpire for a men’s final at 
a tournament that began 
in 1877, play began as the 
sun made a rare appear- 
ance during the fortnight, 
the sky visible in between 
the clouds. 

The opening game _ fea- 
tured signs of edginess from 
both, but especially Djokov- 
ic, whose pair of double- 
faults contributed to the 
half-dozen combined un- 
forced errors, compared 
with zero winners for either. 
He faced a break point 
but steadied himself and 
held there and, as was the 
case with every set, if was 
Djokovic who took the lead 
by getting through on Ber- 
rettini’s soeedy serve. 


‘Take the best memory of Aruba 


marked on your body’ 


with adhesive tape 


Bikini made by hand and 


Natural Brazilian Perfect Tan 


ie 1 BYANA 








E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 


www.costalinda-aruba.com 


Berrettini came in with a 
tournament-high 101 aces 
and that’s where his game 
is built: free points off the 
serve and quick-strike fore- 
hands that earned him the 
nickname “Hammer.” 
Those powerful strokes sent 
line judges contorting to 
get their head out of harm's 
way. Djokovic occasionally 
took cover himself, crouch- 
INg and raising his racket as 
if it were a shield to block 
back serves aimed at his 
body. 

Not many opponents man- 
age To return serves at 137 
mph and end up winning 
the point, but Djokovic did 
that at least twice. And the 
big groundstrokes that the 
6-foot-5, barrel-chested 
Berrettini can drive past 
most other players kept 
coming back off Djokovic’s 
racket. 

Indeed, this one could 
have been over much 
sooner than the four sets 
and nearly 3 1/2 hours It 
lasted: Djokovic took leads 
of 4-1 in the first set, 4-0 in 
the second and 3-1 in the 
third. But in the first, espe- 
cially, he faltered in ways 
he rarely does, wasting a 
set point at 5-2 and getting 
broken when he served for 
It at 5-3. 

In the ensuing tiebreaker, 
they were tied at 3-all, but 
Berrettini won three of the 
next four points with fore- 
hands, and closed if out 
with a 138 mph ace. 

He strutted to the change- 
over and many of the near- 
ly 15,000 spectators rose to 


celebrate along with him. 
Chants of “Ma-tte-o!” rang 
out early in the third set. 
Soon, others resoonded 
with Djokovic’s nickname, 
“No-le!” Later in the set, 
Djokovic held his racket to 
his ear and motioned for 
more support. 

But Djokovic Is nothing if not 
a fighter, and he blunted 
Berrettini’s best efforts and 
won the fans over, foo. 
When it as over, Djokovic 
dropped to his back on the 
turf, arms and legs splayed, 
showered by fans’ cheers. 
There were some magical 
moments, points that con- 
tained brilliance by both. 
On one, Berrettinisomehow 
came up with a back-to- 
the-net, between-the-legs 
lob that Djokovic somehow 
tracked down to flick a re- 
sponse with his own back 
to the court, but it ended 
Up In the net. 

On another, which lasted 
15 strokes, Djokovic slid into 
a keep-the-point-going 
defensive backhand and, 
after Berrettini replied with 
a drop shot, sprinted alll 
the way up for a winner. 
Djokovic raised his index 
finger — as if fo remind ev- 
eryone, “I’m No. 1!" — and 
Berrettini flipped his racket 
end over end, caught it 
and smiled. 

What more could he do? 
Not much anyone can do 
against Djokovic, if seems. 
He has collected eight of 
the past 12 major trophies 
— all since turning 30, the 
most by a man past that 
age.L] 
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